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ONE&ONLY REETHI RAH – THE DESIGN

“The feeling I’d like people to take away with them as they leave Reethi Rah is fulfilment in every sense:  aesthetically, because they have just spent time in one of the world’s beautiful places, and spiritually, because they have had the most marvellous, refreshing, fun time.  My designs for Reethi Rah reflect this – I would say that they are a contemporised vision of tropical architecture, they are sleek, with a touch of Zen – but they are also playful.” -Jean Michel Gathy, Design Director, Denniston International Architects

The creative force behind one of the most exciting resorts in the Maldives, One&Only Reethi Rah is Jean Michel Gathy, Design Director of Denniston International Architects (www.denniston.com.my).  

Gathy and his team were responsible for the architecture, interiors and lighting of the all-villa resort, as well as the design of the exterior spaces directly around each of the 130 guest villas.  

The brief from One&Only Resorts was simple and could be summed up in three words:  SPACE, LUXURY and PRIVACY.   The island was to have 130 villas, with a minimum of 65 feet between each one, and be at least 850 square-feet inside – in addition to being surrounded by private terraces separated by vegetation.

THE ISLAND

Reethi Rah (which appropriately means “Beautiful Island” in Dhivehi the local language) is one of the largest islands in the region.  When One&Only came to the project, the Maldivian owner of the islet had already charged a local marine engineer with the careful enlargement and reshaping of the existing islet.  
For One&Only, Gathy was asked to recommend changes, to ensure not only the aesthetics of the island were maximised, but in line with One&Only’s philosophies, that designs gave every guest as much space and privacy as possible.

First, 1.5 million tonnes of pristine sand were added to the original island, to extend it by four times, and to raise it two metres above the level of the turquoise in-reef waters around it.  Finally 19,000 mature palms were planted on the island.

The result is a 109-acre island, with over 3 miles of coastline and 12 perfect powder-soft white sandy beaches, each one lying in a secluded cove.  The guest villas are grouped around the island, enabling Reethi Rah to offer its guests astonishing levels of privacy.  As Gathy explains, “if your villa is one side of the island, you wouldn’t even know who is on the other side”.  
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THE VILLAS

“You must feel like the King of the World when you are inside your villa!” says Gathy.

The villas at One&Only Reethi Rah are some of the most luxurious and spacious in the Indian Ocean and take the concept of island chic to new heights.  Guests are offered a choice of villa:  

· 54 beach villas, each one occupying some 1,450 square-feet of space, including large verandas and external showers 

· 25 beach villas with their own private infinity pools (277 square-feet – 4 feet deep)

· 30 water villas with split level verandas and large netted ocean hammocks suspended from the deck for over-water lazing.  

· 6 duplex villas – three with large private infinity pools (total villas: 12) - (247 square-feet – 4 feet deep)

· 2 Grand Beach Villas with one bedroom and pool (540 square-feet – 4 feet deep)

· 5 Grand Beach Villas with two bedrooms and pool (540 square-feet – 4 feet deep)

· 2 Grand Water Villas with one bedroom and pool (215 square-feet – 4 feet deep)

Each villa is a totally self-contained private sanctuary, set in a landscape of generous terraces and verandas, made from Balan wood from the Malaysian part of Borneo, separated by vegetation to afford complete privacy.  As a result of this landscaping and the unusual amount of space between each villa, even neighbouring villas are completely unaware of each other.  

Every villa is traditionally thatched by local craftsman, using young coconut palm leaves.  The exterior timber frames and cladding are made from Kapur wood from Malaysia.  

Inside, the villas are gloriously elegant, cool spaces.  Jean Michel Gathy says: “I wanted the rooms to be architecturally simple, to make a basic sand/ vegetation environment and therefore blending into the island feel by creating dramatic interior with a flamboyant feeling of space, height and flair”.  

The air-conditioned villas offer the option of natural ventilation.  The high ceilings, with a 45-degree pitch, and a height of 21 feet at the apex, allow for good air circulation.  All the windows can be opened and are placed to allow for air movement.

Inside the villas, Gathy has neatly combined comfort with style.  The décor is heavily influenced by Asian style, with the use of strong vivid colours, mixed with tropical materials and natural textures – teak, rattan, mahogany, coconut shell, and silk.  The flooring is polished terrazzo, inlaid with Indonesian teak.

The large bathrooms each have two vanities, and every detail has been thought through, including the hook where the bathrobes are hung.  
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The huge, over-sized, custom-made terrazzo bathtubs, each of which took seven days to form and polish, are placed in the window, with views over the Indian Ocean.  
Clever design ensures privacy:  the bathtub itself is low - so that guests can lie in the bath with the blinds up and not be seen.  There is a curb, or ledge, at the window, covered with cushions.  The bathrooms also have walk-in showers, which offer the option of rainforest or power shower.  

THE DESIGN OF THE RESTAURANTS

The challenge the designers faced when designing the restaurants was that the average length of stay at a resort such as One&Only Reethi Rah is between seven and ten nights.  From the point of view of practicality, there could not be that many restaurants and kitchens, so the design challenge was to create different moods for guests to dine in.

There are three restaurants on Reethi Rah, offering a rich choice of options.  The largest is Reethi Restaurant, which comprises three separate areas, with open kitchens, bakery and pastry stations, serving modern food from Asia Pacific and the Mediterranean.  Adjacent to the restaurant is Rah Bar.

RAH BAR

The stylish poolside bar has been designed on three levels, so that everyone can see the sea.  The lowest part, closest to the sea, is the counter, which seats 32 people.  The levels rise by 17 inches finally reaching the fourth level, which is the band area.  The band is entirely hidden behind a complete wall of carved timber panels 32 feet long, which slide back when the band starts playing.

REETHI RESTAURANT

Reethi Restaurant is designed around the concept of a lodge – a theatrical experience with spectacular settings, a playful mix of styles, with the sky and the ocean all around, with high ceilings – from 29 feet to 36 feet at the apex – creating a space that Gathy describes as “well ventilated and breathable.” 

Approached from Rah Bar, guests pass by a glass-fronted wine room – the only one of its kind in the Indian Ocean.  This was purposely designed to be dark, to keep the wine at optimum temperatures, and also as a restaurant for the night only.  Stone carvings, embossed bronze panels, mustard coloured fabric on the wall, make this an exciting venue for a private dinner.  Either side of this are two walk-in wine cellars, displaying some of the resort’s 20,000 bottles of the finest wines.  From here there is a panoramic view of the entire restaurant with its three distinctive seating areas, and the coup de theatre at its heart, a vast floor-to-ceiling glass cube - which Gathy calls “the cool box” - which houses the cold kitchen.
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Fresh foods – salads, juices, vegetables, fruit and ice cream, are all prepared here, in air-conditioning, with walls of double-layered glass to avoid condensation.  This enables guests to choose their salads – and watch them being made.  
As part of the colour and life of the restaurant, the glass walls are hung with glass shelves, upon which are displays of pots, spices, seeds, spaghettis – and at night the cool box is lit with candles.  

Behind this is another culinary design statement - a huge wall of windows, opening onto an Asian kitchen with two large woks, an impressive Beijing duck roaster, a king-size dim sum steamer and a specially built Tandoori oven.  The more conventional kitchen lies to the rear.  From this state-of-the-art creative centre, breakfast, lunch and dinner are served, from the simplest salad to the most complex of haute cuisine, from Asian fusion to Italian rustic, all made from the healthiest, freshest, organically grown ingredients available, either produced locally or flown in daily from the four corners of the globe.

The central section of the restaurant, which Gathy calls the Temple, is cathedral-like in its sheer volume and height – 27 feet high at the apex - a grand log building with teak flooring.  The room is unmistakably Asian and mystical, approached through vast carved doors into a dramatic setting with a rich saffron and red colour scheme.  
Dramatic anthracite grey matt columns and wooden rafters have been intricately carved to give an effect that Gathy describes as “crafted”. The feel is powerful – a mix of influences, be it Thai, Indonesian or Burmese.

In contrast, the second seating area is sleek and chic, with powerful, jet-flamed Absolute Black granite flooring (from Zimbabwe), a water feature with floating candles in red glass holders, glittering glass tiles from Italy and red lights. Here too, there are large timber trunk columns, 19 inches in diameter, which have been carved by an artist from Bali called Jojol, and a team of ten carvers.

The third seating area is at the far side of the restaurant with its sunken coffee bar and tables overlooking the water and terraces by the large infinity pool.  Lit by candles at night, the atmosphere becomes more classical and French.  The giant wicker ball hanging over the bar is from Bali.  It is nearly 10 feet in diameter, dramatic and eye-catching.

FANDITHA

Fanditha is Reethi Rah’s beach restaurant and party venue, Fanditha (it means Magic in the local language, Dhivehi) Gathy says:  “Fanditha is all about spontaneity.  It’s about being on the beach, if it rains it doesn’t matter, it’s about partying and being on holiday.”  

Fanditha is on the most northern point of the island, a romantic beach restaurant with carpets in the sand, day beds and giant cushions.  
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White sails are draped over the trees, and Arabian tents are suspended from palms.  At night vintage brass hurricane lamps, huge candles and crystal chandeliers, carved colonial chairs, shisha pipes and magnums of pink champagne create the ultimate in shipwreck chic.

TAPASAKE RESTAURANT

Tapasake is a cool and sophisticated over-water Japanese restaurant, the first of its kind in the Maldives. Here again Gathy has created different seating areas within one restaurant:  including the terrace, with its long, communal table, a simple granite slab 
overlooking the beach; the granite and mirror-polished stainless steel Sushi Bar, lit by hanging candles; three over-water pavilions with round tables for 6 people; the captain’s table for parties of twelve; as well as tables in the centre of the restaurant.

Tapasake is a gloriously stylish showcase of glass, stone and stainless steel, with its black terrazzo floor, oyster-grey mother of pearl tables with whalebone-effect legs, bar tops made from crushed mussel shells - and captivating views of the ocean for every diner.

Sake pots, high glass vases with Ikebana arrangements on the bar, bamboo in large pots, and Japanese lamps all add to the atmosphere.  The overall design is more urban than ethnic, although the main hall has a locally thatched roof.  The kitchen is glass-fronted, with a black tiled interior.  This creates a mysterious and dramatic statement, because unlike white tiles, black tiles do not reflect anything.

THE ARRIVAL BUILDING

Guests of One&Only Reethi Rah arrive on the resort’s own yacht, and make their way through a spectacular arrival building to be taken to their villas.  As such, the arrival building is important as the first impression of Reethi Rah.  Here, Gathy has created an open wooden pavilion - very tropical in design, with eight large (23 inches in diameter) carved interior columns, slightly more ethnic in design than the villas.  It has a cool black polished terrazzo floor, inset with teak.  There are four seating areas, with rattan furniture.

DENNISTON INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTS 

(www.denniston.com) is a consulting firm of architects and designers based in Kuala Lumpur, structured to provide comprehensive services in the fields of development and site planning, and interior design and hardscaping, for hotels, boutique resorts and residential projects.
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Recent projects include:
· Amanwana, Indonesia – on a nature reserve on Moyo Island, 12 miles off Sumbawa, east of Bali, which consists of 20 luxurious tents in ocean-front and jungle settings

· The Chedi, Muscat – an Omani-inspired hotel with courtyards, waterways and pools

· Fuchun Resort, China – between the mountains and the legendary Fuchun Rover, south of Hangzhou

· Aman-i-Khas, India – the Amanresort in Rajasthan National Park created for the viewing of tigers, in the former hunting grounds of the Maharajah of Jaipur

###

About One&Only Resorts 

Created exclusively for the luxury resort market, One&Only Resorts are conceived as hallmarks of excellence.  Set in some of the most beautiful locales in the world, each award-winning resort offers guests a distinctive style and personality borne of its local culture, a genuine hospitality and a lively energy that is unrivalled.  These properties include One&Only Reethi Rah in the Maldives; One&Only Le Saint Géran in Mauritius; One&Only Royal Mirage in Dubai; One&Only Ocean Club in The Bahamas and One&Only Palmilla in Los Cabos, Mexico. The new One&Only Cape Town, South Africa opened on 2009. One&Only The Palm, Dubai is scheduled to open in October 2010. More information on One&Only is available at oneandonlyresorts.com
For further details please contact in India

Indiva Marketing at telephone 0091 22 6638 7261 or 7362 

media@indivamarketing.com or ridheema.singh@indivamarketing.com or shahfreen.elavia@indivamarketing.com
www.indivamarketing.com
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