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A GASTRONOMES DREAM:

WEEKLONG ‘AUTUMN OF WINE & TRUFFLES’ IN TUSCANY 
The Leading Hotels of the World offers authentic truffle-hunting and Ferrari thrill through Chianti countryside as part of exclusive experience: October 17-23
July 2010 –   An opportunity for well-heeled Asia-Pacific travellers to join a real-life truffle hunt; tour vineyards; taste exclusive vintages with paired menus; and even drive a Ferrari through the Chianti countryside is on offer during a weeklong “Autumn of Wine & Truffles” tour of Tuscany with The Leading Hotels of the World. 
Scheduled from October 17-23, the seven day foodies dream will be available to just 12 Asia- Pacific Leaders Club Members and follows the success of Villa d’Este’s excellent epicurean programme which took place in 2009, and sold out in 3-days.  
This year the event will be hosted at the sublime Villa La Massa in Firenze, sister property to Villa d’Este hotel, member of The Leading Hotels of the World and 2009 winner of the Prix Villegiature for Best Hotel Service in Europe. 
The tour will take in some of the region’s most celebrated chefs and vineyards including rare access to fine winemakers, cultural and lifestyle landmarks.  Highlights include (see full itinerary in Appendix I):

· time with an authentic trifolau and his trusted canine, learning about the many varieties of Tuscan truffles before embarking on a truffle hunt in the woods – followed by a rustic lunch savouring the treasured delicacies fresh from the ground; 

· a tour of the Antinori estate of Badia a Passignano before a special wine tasting dinner savouring the ‘Super-Tuscans’ Guado al Tasso, Tignanello and Solaia;
· a Ferrari race through the Chianti countryside with experienced Ferrari pilots; 

· a private tour of the Palazzo Pitti, a treasure trove of Renaissance artifacts and home to the amazing Galleria Palatina, and then to Setificio di Firenze which has manufactured silks for royals and discerning clients since the 18th century;  

· a gala dinner at Castello di Nipozzano hosted by the owner, Marchese Leonardo Frescobaldi.

It is complimentary to become a Leaders Club Member, visit www.lhw.com for more details.  
Its 2010 reward programme includes a number of incentives and benefits to members, not least, a free one-night stay at any Leading Hotel for those who complete five stays at a minimum of two Leading Hotels by the end of 2010.  
For more information about “Autumn of Wine & Truffles” please visit www.lhw.com/tuscanyjourney.  Reference code X9 should be quoted when booking, along with your unique Leaders Club number.
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About The Leading Hotels of the World, Ltd.
 

The Leading Hotels of the World, Ltd. is the prestigious luxury hospitality organization representing more than 450 of the world’s finest hotels, resorts and spas, and is the operator of www.lhw.com and www.lhwspas.com – the online sources for your luxury lifestyle.  As the largest international luxury hotel brand, the firm maintains offices in 22 major markets across the globe.

Since 1928, the company’s reputation for excellence derives from the exacting levels of quality it demands of its members, each of which must pass a rigorous, anonymous inspection covering hundreds of meticulous criteria spanning from product to behavioral standards.  This set of standards is the most stringent in the industry. 

High resolution images are available for downloading at www.lhw.com/press. 
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APPENDIX I

‘AUTUMN OF WINE & TRUFFLES’, Villa La Massa in Firenze, 17-23 October, 2010

Detailed Itinerary 
Day 1 - at Villa La Massa will begin with a cocktail reception and a dinner at Il Verrocchio restaurant with General Manager Marco Montagnani and fellow travellers.

Day 2 - after a good night’s rest, guests will set-off to an undisclosed location the next morning to meet an authentic trifolau and his trusted canine, learning about the many varieties of Tuscan truffles before embarking on a truffle hunt in the woods – followed by a rustic lunch savouring the treasured delicacies fresh from the ground.  The first of many memorable meals with wines is enjoyed later, hosted by the famous Mariani family-owned winery Castello Banfi.

Day 3 - is an opportunity to shop at Italy’s finest fashion outlet, Prada’s Montevarchi or play golf at Ugolino or another of the famous golf courses near the hotel, before indulging in a novel Chianti Wine Therapy massage or facial.  In the evening, guests will tour the vineyard and cellars at the celebrated Antinori estate of Badia a Passignano before a special wine tasting dinner savouring the ‘Super-Tuscans’ Guado al Tasso, Tignanello and Solaia.

Day 4 - adrenaline will start pumping the minute guests rise the following morning – confronted by six gleaming Ferraris.  They can choose from a Ferrari California, 458 Italia or 430 Spider to set-off on a simulated “mille miglia” course through the Chianti countryside with experienced Ferrari pilots for the motoring experience of a lifetime.  
Day 5 - starts with a private tour of the Palazzo Pitti, a treasure trove of Renaissance artifacts and home to the amazing Galleria Palatina.  Next stop is Setificio di Firenze, which has manufactured silks for royals and discerning clients since the 18th century.  Evening dinner prepared by Executive Chef Andrea Quagliarella is hosted by Gianfranco Soldera of Case Basse, whose Brunellos are sought after the world over.

Day 6 – guests will visit rising winemaking star Molino di Grace, renowned for producing and bottling wines using organic materials and sustainable practices from 350 year old vines. Guests tour the vineyards before a magnificent lunch and wine tasting with a member of the Grace family.  A stopover in the town of Panzano to visit famous butcher Dario Cecchini is followed by gala dinner at Castello di Nipozzano hosted by the owner, Marchese Leonardo Frescobaldi.

Day 7 - the final day is for relaxing and reflecting on a week of wonderful meals and unique experiences, capping off the week with either a cooking lesson and lunch, or another golf outing.

For further details please contact in India

Indiva Marketing at telephone 0091 22 6638 7261 or 7362 
media@indivamarketing.com or ridheema.singh@indivamarketing.com or shahfreen.elavia@indivamarketing.com
www.indivamarketing.com 
