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The "Baur au Lac Wein" winery

May 2010 – An ageing, handwritten 'carnet de pressoir' (wine press manual) in pocket diary format indicates that in 1875 the "Baur au Lac" was one of the first hotels to “offer Bordeaux wines on Platz Zurich”. Furthermore, wines were imported from Burgundy, Alsace, and Markgräfler Land in Southern Baden, Rhineland-Palatinate, and Veltlin and from the various wine-growing regions of Switzerland. 

The wines are stored in barrels (“en vac”) in the hotel’s cellar and then bottled. Additional cellar vaults had to be rented due to lack of space. In the first half of the 20th century, the leading wineries in the Bordelais region began to bottle wine at the respective castles (“mis en bouteille au chateau”). This was done to ensure the quality and authenticity of the Bordeaux wines.
 
In 1870, the Baur au Lac sold wines “on the street” for the very first time. In 1902, the "Bonne Ménagière" store opened at Börsenstrasse 27, offering wines and spirits for sale today known as the (“ShopVin Hotel”)  In 1972, it was possible to move into a new cellar building including office space at Zurlindenstrasse (at Schmiede Wiedikon). Here too, space soon became too limited for the continually growing range of wines and the search for a new alternative began.

In 1985, the Kracht family bought some land in Urdorf and had a highly modern cellar building constructed. Using complex building and air conditioning technology, suitable storage conditions were created for the wine that could otherwise only be provided by a classic underground mountain cellar. The 7.7-metre-high pallet cellar has a storage capacity for 1,250 pallets. Here, no fewer than 700,000 bottles are packed into wooden crates and cartons


The rarities cellar with its long rows of shelves is located three floors below ground, providing space for a further 120,000 bottles. The front section, of the so called ‘vault’ is where all the precious wines with famous names and legendary vintages are kept, a number of which are also listed on the Baur au Lac hotel wine list. The current range encompasses over 1,000 types of wines and spirits. They came from 200 wine growers and producers for whom Baur au Lac Wein provides an attractive platform in Switzerland, including traditionalists and revivers, pragmatics and visionaries, amiable mavericks and experienced entrepreneurs.

More than 60 producers are exclusively distributed by Baur au Lac Wein in Switzerland and Liechtenstein, and more than 40 members of staff are dedicated to satisfying the needs of customers every single day. Baur au Lac Wein offers customers after-work wine-tasting sessions (every Thursday from 5.30 pm). Without prior reservations, wines can be tasted here from 5 pm until 7.30 pm

About The Baur au Lac
Recently completing an approximately $41 million renovation, the 120-room hotel is a short walk from Zurich's world-famous Bahnhofstrasse, the central Paradeplatz, numerous museums and the city's bustling financial district. It is also home to newly renovated Pavillion and Terrasse restaurants, as well as Rive Gauche restaurant, a place to see and be seen in Zurich, and is steps from the sparkling waters and boat cruises of Lake Zurich. The Baur au Lac is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World.

For further details please contact in India:
Indiva Marketing at telephone 0091 22 6638 7261 or 7362 
media@indivamarketing.com or beate.mauder@indivamarketing.com  or ridheema.singh@indivamarketing.com 
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