[image: Baur au Lac Logo]


Remarkable facts about the Baur au Lac, Zurich

· Ever since its opening in 1844, the Baur au Lac has been run by the Baur-Kracht family, now in its sixth generation. The Baur au Lac is one of the world's oldest luxury hotels still in the ownership of its founding family.

· Over the last 15 years, approximately 160 million Swiss francs have been invested in new construction and renovations at the Baur au Lac. Between July 2008 and September 2009, a further 45 million francs (approx. $45 million) were invested in the construction of 22 new suites and rooms, as well as the Pavillon gourmet restaurant and the delightful summer terrace. 

· It was at the Baur au Lac in 1892 that Bertha von Suttner convinced the Swedish industrialist, Alfred Nobel, of the need for the international Nobel Peace Prize.

· Zurich in the middle of the 19th century enjoyed the reputation of "Wagner's metropolis". In 1856, Richard Wagner celebrated the premiere of the first act of his Valkyrie opera at the Baur au Lac.

· Following his visit to the Baur au Lac in 1969, Walt Disney dedicated a special comic to the hotel. 

· The Baur au Lac was a pioneer of cutting-edge technology. In 1852, one of the first ever hotel telegraph offices was put into operation, and as early as 1888, electric lighting and a hydraulic lift were installed.

· The Baur au Lac's fleet of cars, first introduced in 1905, includes a Rolls Royce Phantom.

· The Baur au Lac is one of very few European luxury hotels to employ two in-house florists who decorate the hotel with over 1,000 flowers every single day.

· The hotel has its own "Baur au Lac Wein" wine trading company. Over 700,000 bottles are stored in its century-old wine cellar.

· The Rey family has run the Baur au Lac for 55 years. In 1984, Michel Rey became Managing Director after the retirement of his father, Georges Rey, representing the second generation of the same family to run the hotel.


About The Baur au Lac
Recently completing an approximately $41 million renovation, the 120-room hotel is a short walk from Zurich's world-famous Bahnhofstrasse, the central Paradeplatz, numerous museums and the city's bustling financial district. It is also home to newly renovated Pavillion and Terrasse restaurants, as well as Rive Gauche restaurant, a place to see and be seen in Zurich, and is steps from the sparkling waters and boat cruises of Lake Zurich. The Baur au Lac is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World.
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