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Baur au Lac-165 Years of History

May 2010 – Austrian, Johannes Baur, opened the Baur au Lac in 1844. As a second hotel in addition to the Baur en Ville city hotel, the villa by the lake was available to those travelers who wished to remain "incognito."  With the Baur au Lac, Johannes Baur wrote hotel history, becoming the first person to venture to build a hotel right on the banks of Lake Zurich. From its very first day, the Baur au Lac was a shining example of luxury, splendor, and discretion, assuring its place at the very pinnacle of international grand hotels. 

In 1852, Johannes Baur handed over the running of the hotel to his son, Theodor. Following his father’s example, Theodor set exceptionally high standards in terms of service and amenities. He recognized it was essential to keep pace with progress, setting up a telegraph office at the Baur au Lac in the very same year. In 1854, 10 years after its opening, the Leipzig "Illustrierte Zeitung" newspaper published a two-page article about the Baur au Lac under the heading "The Beautification of Zurich", lauding the hotel and its surroundings. 

The Baur au Lac provided Europe's nobility and aristocracy with a new “home” in Zurich. Some of the most powerful people in the world considered the Baur au Lac the leading address in Switzerland. In addition to King Ludwig I of Bavaria, the King of Sweden, the Queen of Norway and the Emperor of Ethiopia, Empress Elisabeth of Austria, better known as Sissi, together with all her retinue, were just a few of the regular guests. Before long, the rich and the famous joined them. In October 1856, Richard Wagner celebrated the world premiere of the first act of his Valkyrie opera at the Baur au Lac. 
Artists such as Marc Chagall and Henry Moore stayed here, and Thomas Mann and Alfred Hitchcock were among the regular guests. Sophia Loren, Gina Lollobrigida, Audrey Hepburn, Jayne Mansfield, and Brigitte Bardot personified the glamour of 

European cinema in the 1960s and 70s, and today, Hollywood stars such as Renée Zellweger, Richard Gere, and Daniel Craig are regular guests.

The founding family
Johannes Baur had opened the hotel in 1844, and eight years later, he handed it over to his son Theodor. In 1889, although the name of the Baur au Lac's owner changed, the family remained the same: Emmy, the daughter of Theodor Baur, married the Cologne hotel owner Karl Kracht. Under his management, in 1898, the Baur au Lac was extended to its current size of 17,000 square meters (plus 1,400 square meters of exterior grounds).

In 1914, immediately after completion of the new Pavillon, Karl Kracht died and his nephew Hans Kern took over. In 1916, Fritz and Hermann Kracht, the 2 sons of Karl Kracht - just 20 and 25 years old - took over the management. In 1949, Charles Kracht became the manager and the hotel underwent a range of extensive investment measures.  He constructed and inaugurated the Club Baur au Lac – the first of its kind in Switzerland – as well as the winery in Urdorf, in which 700,000 bottles are stored, and he initiated the once-in-a-century renovation work that begun in the 1980’s.

In 1990, following the death of his father, Charles, ownership of the Baur au Lac was passed on to Andrea Kracht, his mother Marguita Kracht, and his sister Gabrielle Feldhahn-Kracht. Andrea Kracht's roles include Delegate of the Board of Directors, while Marguita Kracht devotes herself to the hotel's interior planning together with Viviane Rey (wife of general manager, Michel Rey) and outside interior designers; 

Gabrielle Feldhahn-Kracht is a silent partner. Andrea Kracht’s vision is never to forget the responsibilities handed down to him by his ancestors. With Michel Rey at his side – himself the second generation of the Rey family to run the hotel – Andrea Kracht’s goal 
is to meet and surpass his guests’ expectations and to maintain the Baur au Lac's position as one of the world’s very best hotels.

In 2009, the Baur au Lac celebrated its 165th anniversary, affirming its place as one of the world's oldest 5-star hotels still owned by its founding family – now in its sixth generation.

Michel Rey, Managing Director, Baur au Lac
Michel Rey assumed control of the day-to-day destiny of the Baur au Lac from his father Georges Rey more than 26 years ago.  He knows that above all else, the staff is fundamentally important to the success of a hotel. For Michel Rey, unvarnished sincerity, taking great personal care of the guests and the pleasure of working are the cornerstones of perfect service. There is no room for "artificiality". Today more than ever, efficiency is essential, which is why he sets such high standards for his members of staff. At least three languages are a prerequisite and problems must be seen as challenges to be tackled personally. The pleasure of "being the host" should run in everyone's blood.

About The Baur au Lac
Recently completing an approximately $41 million renovation, the 120-room hotel is a short walk from Zurich's world-famous Bahnhofstrasse, the central Paradeplatz, numerous museums and the city's bustling financial district. It is also home to newly renovated Pavillion and Terrasse restaurants, as well as Rive Gauche restaurant, a place to see and be seen in Zurich, and is steps from the sparkling waters and boat cruises of Lake Zurich. The Baur au Lac is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World.
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